
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MONTHLY MEETING         

February 7, 2018  
  

The February Monthly Meeting of the Fairview Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 
6:30 PM in the Fairview Town Hall on Wednesday, February 7, 2018 by Chairman Jim Weizenegger with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Other Board members in attendance were Supervisors Walt Richmond, Tom 
Dechmann, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Sharon Owen and Clerk-Treasurer Marla Yoho (via Facetime). The 
meeting date was changed om short notice due to the MN state caucuses held on Tuesday.)    
  
Dechmann/ Richmond/ Unanimous: Motion to approve the Minutes of the January Monthly Meeting as 
presented.  

Treasurer’s Report: The following are the January month-end balances in the Township accounts: 
$128,609.44 in Checking and $322,786.36 in Money Market funds. Revenues for January were 
$5,832.28 ($20.28 interest; $247.84 Gas and Electricity reimbursement, $25.00 Alcohol Permits, 
$5,533.56 Property Taxes, $5.50 Bank Refund); Expenditures totaled $10,210.20 ($5,772.50 Road & 
Bridge; $305.88 Fire; and $4,131.82 in General Gov’t expenses).  Richmond/ Dechmann/ Unanimous: 
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
   
Road Report:  
- Tom reported there were several snowfalls within the last month, but he received no phone calls or 
complaints.   
- Marla has been in contact with Shorty Spohn concerning S Agate Shore Dr.  to confirm the vacation of a 
portion of the road will be on the Agenda of the Annual Meeting in March. He must have a copy of the 
vacation survey to her by March 1st. 

Fire Report:   
- There was a discussion about getting a home phone number for Greg Ringler that can roll to his cell 
phone, so he can get general fire calls while he is at work. It will cost about $15 per month. 
- Squad #1 is back in service. It had a bad EGR valve. 
- They decided to buy 7 new radios, at a special cost of $2,326 each, and will replace the other radios as 
they break down since they can’t be fixed. The life expectancy for the new radios is about 15 years. 
- All the firefighters passed their SBCA fit tests, but they will need to buy a couple of new masks for 
thinner/ smaller faces. 
- Greg passed out the 2018 budget with a proposed increase of about 2%, mainly due to the $5 per run 
the volunteer firefighters will be receiving.   
Greg is relinquishing a mileage pay that Randy was receiving, and he has agreed to take a flat salary of 
$600 per month, which saves about $400 per month. However, since Greg also maintains a full-time job, 
he will be delegating some of the Chief’s responsibilities to the other officers. To compensate them for 
that he is proposing the following pay scale: Asst. Chief $385- $400 per month, 2 Captains at $100 per 
month, and 2 Lieutenants at $50 per month. 
- The benefit for Kathy Lee raised almost $15,000. 
- There were 30 runs in January, with 5 in Fairview. 

Trail Committee:  Marla updated the Board on the progress made this last month. 

- There are two DNR grant opportunities coming up. The Federal Recreational Trail Grant application is 

due 2/28, and the Regional Trail Grant Program application is due 3/31. The Board passed a resolution to 



apply for the Regional Trail Grant at the 1/9 meeting but would need to sign a separate one for the 

Federal Recreational Trail Grant.  

Richmond/ Dechmann/ Unanimous: Motion to approve the resolution to apply for the DNR Regional 

Trail Grant. 

Both applications will also require a resolution from Cass County approving the application and verifying 

that they are giving the township an easement in their R-O-W for the trail. Since we will also need an 

updated copy of the resolution covering the GRMPT grant application that will be due in June, she asked 

if they could pass that resolution at this time as well. Neal Gaalswyk and Josh Stevenson agreed to 

present all three resolutions at the 2/20 Commissioners meeting as part of the Consent Agenda. 

- We currently have $261,581 to use as matching funds for grant applications. That amount includes 

$180,000 from Cass Cty, $2,500 Initiative Foundation grant, $40,000 from Township Community Project 

fund, $7,800 the township already spent on preliminary plans, and $31,281 in donations.  

- Nisswa is planning to combine their trail construction with a road project and will be vying against us in 

applying for a GRMPT grant this summer. They have requested a letter of support from the township. 

Planning Commission:  

- The Quarterdeck has applied for another CUP covering the maintenance building, employee housing 

and additional guest cabins to be constructed on the lots recently reclassified to WOC. The Fairview 

Commission discussed the 4 roads planned for ingress and egress, with one road running close to the 

Wright’s day care center on Ski Gull Lane. A letter was sent to the ESD complimenting the Quarterdeck 

on being a good neighbor and recommending the Cass Cty Commission approve the CUP as presented. 

- Maxsons are platting three new lots at the end of Gull Lake Dr/ Norway Pine Rd. 

Old Business:  

September 20th Storm:  The check for $4,856 from the HSEM, which should have been deposited by 

12/7 has not been received yet. Marla has called the HSEM office at least 8 times, leaving messages for 

the supervisor, but has not received a call back. She contacted Tim Norton, Cass County Emergency 

Mgmt Director, who said he would contact the director he deals with at HSEM. He hasn’t reported back 

yet. 

 

New Business:  

2017 Audit: The State Auditor’s office sent notification that we will be required to have an external 

audit, which is due by April 2nd. There has been a question about why we must use specific auditors. Any 

CPA can be certified to do an external audit, but that certification requires 40 hours of re-education 

every year at a cost of $50 per hour. Plus, any people from their office associated with the audit must 

also go through the certification process.  There are only two firms in this area who do that: 

CliftonAllenLarson in Brainerd and Justin Clasen in Pequot Lakes.  

Marla contacted Mary Reedy at CliftonLarsonAllen who advised they can do the audit in February at a 

price of $6,000, possibly less. 

Chris Clasen at Justin Clasen read through the township minutes, understands that our books are usually 

in good order, and felt he could take us on at this point. He is booked until April with returning 

customers, but we could request an allowable extension (for this year) until June 30th and he could 

perform the audit in April. He sent a 3-yr proposal (2017-18-19) with a cost of $4,900 for each year. This 

first audit for 2017 would cost an additional $500 to get the township set up in their books. 

Dechmann/ Richmond/ Unanimous: Motion to accept the proposal from Justin Clasen to perform the 



audits for 2017, 2018 and 2019 at a cost of $4,900 per year with a $500 set-up charge for 2017.  

 

Clerk’s Report: 

LED Dusk to Dawn Lights: Electric, Etc. installed the lights on the fire hall and town hall today. The Board 

was pleased with the amount of light they provide. 

Board of Review: The County Assessor’s office will be conducting the Board of Appeal and Equalization 

for Fairview Township on Tuesday, April 17th at 1:00 PM.  

Annual Road Review: Weizenegger/ Dechmann/ Unanimous: Motion to conduct the annual Road 

Review on Tuesday, April 17th , starting at 7:30AM. 

Emergency Management Training: Tim Norton will hold the 2nd- Quarter Emergency Mgmt meeting in 

Backus on  April 24th from 1 to 3 PM. 

CCAT and the Sheriff’s office will be hosting the 3rd Module of Emergency Management Training on 

Communication conducted by HSEM Director Joe Kelly on March 2nd from 9 AM to Noon at the Bear 

Pause Theater in Hackensack. 

The Cass County Commissioners will hold their meeting at Sylvan Town Hall on June 19th at 6 PM. 

Out of Office: Marla will be back in the office from March 6th through the 14th.  

 

Dechmann/ Richmond/ Unanimous: Motion to approve payment of all Claims as submitted. (Aye: 

Weizenegger/ Richmond/ Dechmann). 

10218 CTC Internet & Phone 98.48 

20218 Xcel Energy Natural Gas - Fire Hall 283.20 

30218 Crow Wing Power Electricity 249.00 

40218 PERA Retirement Fund 203.81 

50218 Bremer Bank Monthly Service Charge 7.50 

4304 Cass Cty MIS Wall Map 20.95 

4305 Herb Richmond Planning Commission 50.00 

4306 Ken LaPorte Planning Commission 55.40 

4307 Rardin Excavating Snow Removal 1/2-1/26 5,565.00 

4308 Tom Dechmann Administration to 2/6 243.23 

4309 Sharon Owen Administration to 2/6 289.95 

4310 Marla Yoho Administration to 2/6 579.91 

4311 Walt Richmond Administration to 2/6 299.36 

4312 Jim Weizenegger Administration to 2/6 126.29 
    

Total: $8,072.08 

 

Richmond/ Dechmann/ Unanimous: Motion to adjourn at 8:27 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marla Yoho, Clerk    Jim Weizenegger, Chairman 

 


