
 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MONTHLY MEETING       
January 6, 2015 

The January  Monthly Meeting of the Fairview Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 6:30 PM in the 
Fairview Town Hall on Tuesday, January 6, 2015 by Chairman Jim Weizenegger with the Pledge of Allegiance. Other 
Board members in attendance were Supervisors Walt Richmond and Tom Dechmann, Clerk-Treasurer Marla Yoho and 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Sharon Owen.  

Dechmann/ Richmond/ Unanimous: Motion to accept the Minutes of the December Monthly Meeting with one 
correction on the Fire Report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Sharon reported the following month-end balances in the Township accounts: $109,166.75 in 
Checking and $177,428.85 in Money Market funds. Road & Bridge CDs total $79,212.55 and the Community Projects CD 
is $43,101.65.  Revenues for December totaled $129,730.24 ($5.64 interest, $127,724.66 Property Taxes, $1,999.94 
Certified Town Aid; Expenditures totaled $47,572.34 ($5,182.50 Road & Bridge, $37,514.12 00 Fire; and $4,875.72 
General Gov’t expenses).  
Dechmann/ Richmond/ Unanimous: Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
 
Road Report:  
Tom has delayed requesting quotes for trimming trees along Anderson Minimum Maintenance Rd. in anticipation of a 
application to the Cass Cty Planning Commission concerning the Birch Bay Resort property and the current Petition for 
Vacation on a portion of Birch Drive.  
 
He did move the School Bus Stop Ahead sign on Pinewood Dr from the upper side near the intersection with Cty 77 to 
just past Pine Meadow Ln where the Smith (grand) children wait for the bus. 
 
Fire Report:  
Walt reported the natural gas connection at Station #1 should take place sometime this month.  
The Fire Dept. received $15,000 from the Firemen’s Relief Assn gambling proceeds to be used for equipment. They have 
also received $565 from the Cass County EMS to be used towards training. 
The Association has had further discussions on the 2016 budget, which is currently $171,950. There have been 
discussions on how to possibly lower the budget based on the $25,000 anticipated from East Gull Lake. There has been a 
suggestion to spread the added funds across the existing members. This could reduce the Fairview and Sylvan 
assessments by about $5,000 each, and the others proportionately. 
The volunteer firefighters logged a total of 1,055 training hours in 2014.  
The Department lost four firefighters last month. One was terminated due to not meeting the required number of training 
hours or calls. Scott Eastman and BJ Thorstenson both have taken different jobs and moved out of the area. Les Fundine 
retired after 35 years of volunteer service. 
There were 14 runs in December, with none in Fairview. There were a total of 246 calls for service in 2014, which is an 
all-time record. 

 Old Business:  
The propane to natural gas conversion was completed on the firehall furnaces and generator on January 2

nd
. The 

propane tank registered in the 0% to 5% range, which means there won’t be much, if any, propane for Beaudry to remove. 
Marla has advised Colleen Putnam of the conversion so she can have the tank removed.  
Today Marla contacted Xcel Energy to arrange to have payments deducted from our checking account automatically and 
discovered that we were already 3 months in arrears. There were “basic service” bills issued in mid- October, November 
and December which total $89.45 as of today. Despite the correct information being originally submitted on the 
paperwork, bills have been being mailed to “10219 Cty Rd 77, East Gull Lake”. Marla has arranged to correct the mailing 
address and had them deduct the $89.45 payment right away. Once the account is no longer considered to be in 
“arrears”, she can submit the instructions to have payments automatically deducted each month. 

Broadband Grant Update: The committee handling the broadband grants for the State of MN did not make their decision 
by the end of the year as originally planned. Kristi Westbrock, CTC COO, said there were originally 40 applications 
submitted for the $18million grant pool. About half of them were eliminated due to lack of engineering or technical plans. 
About 2 to 3 weeks ago, Kristi received word that the CTC application had made the cut and was still in contention. On the 



 

 

30
th
 of December she received a call in which she was asked if any of this grant money was intended for the purpose of 

paying off a Federal loan they used for the growth within their own territory. She was able to provide financial 
documentation to show they are financially sound and that there would be no co-mingling of funds. Now, all we can do is 
wait. 

New Business:  
Birch Bay Resort : Brad Person, an attorney on behalf of Birch Bay RV Resort, Inc. has submitted a petition, 
requesting the vacation of Birch Drive (now S. Agate Shore Drive SW) in front of lots 7, 8 and 9. Birch Bay RV Resort 
is the new owner of Birch Bay Resort and Golf Course. They have bought several parcels totaling 43.3 acres. There are 
rumors circulating about the intended usage of the land, but the township has not been officially (or unofficially) advised or 
notified of any plans. There were several residents in attendance who wanted to voice their opinions concerning the future 
use of the resort but the Board said that until they receive some kind of official application or notification, they cannot 
effectively pursue the conversations. The actual petition was signed by 12 residents within 3 miles of the road, but one of 
those residents has since contacted the Clerk to say they are not in favor of the vacation or any potential project.  
 
The Board discussed the past requests by Kathy and Butch Brown to vacate portions of the road. They referred to the 
vacation procedure that took place in 1995 to vacate the road in front of lots 1 through 6. That action was requested as a 
measure to protect any drivers from the potential of being hit by a golf ball from the golf course. The Township has 
continued to provide grading, mowing and snow removal services along the balance of the road, including lots 7, 8 and 9.  
In 1995 the Township gave the Browns permission to plant pine trees along the edge of the golf course within the 
Township road right-of-way, to serve as a ball barrier. That permission was given with the understanding that the Browns 
would keep the trees trimmed to prevent creating a safety hazard on the road. In 2009, after complaints from the snow 
plow and grader drivers that the tree branches hit their mirrors, the Township sent a letter to the Browns asking them to 
attend the next Board meeting to discuss the trees. Through a series of miscues the Browns did not attend the meeting 
and the tree trimmers went to work before the Browns were re-notified. The Township tried to bill the Browns for the $825 
expense. After working through the miscommunications, the Township agreed to pay the $825 but notified the Browns 
that the Board agreeing to pay this bill did not negate the agreement originally existing between the Township and the 
Browns. 

The Township has long taken a stand against giving up any recorded Township roads without sufficient cause or 
hardship. Since the current owner has not provided any plans to the Board they cannot identify any hardship that denying 
this vacation petition may cause. In addition, the Township has invested Road and Bridge dollars in the maintenance of 
this portion of the road as a public roadway, not as a private driveway. The snowplows and road graders use this portion 
of the road to turn around in the course of performing their duties. There is no safe or viable turn around area if the road 
stops before lot 9. 

Dechmann/ Weizenegger/ Unanimous: (Revised) Motion to deny the petition as submitted by Birch Bay RV Resort, Inc. to 
vacate Birch Drive/ S. Agate Shore Drive SW in front of lots 7, 8 and 9 for lack of a plan or hardship. 

Reorganizational Meeting: 
Richmond/ Dechmann/ Unanimous: Motion to have all Supervisors remain in the positions they currently hold as follows: 
Chair: Jim Weizenegger 
Road Supervisor: Tom Dechmann 
Fire Liaison: Walt Richmond 
Planning Commission Liaison: Tom Dechmann 
Weed Inspector: Tom Dechmann 

Richmond/ Weizenegger/ Unanimous: Motion to adopt the following schedule of meetings for the coming year: 

January 6, 2014                 July 14, 2014 

February 10, 2014    August 11, 2014   

March 4, 2014 (Wednesday)   September 8, 2014 

March 10, 2014 – Annual Meeting  October 13, 2014 

April 14, 2014     November 10, 2014 

May 12, 2014     December 8, 2014 

June 9, 2014 



 

 

 

Dechmann/ Richmond/ Unanimous: Motion to designate the following newspapers and posting places for public notices: 

Published: Brainerd Dispatch and Lake Country Echo 

Posted: Jake’s Grill and the Town Hall 

Weizenegger/ Dechmann/Unanimous: Motion to leave the stipend paid to Board members for meetings at $125.  (Ayes: 

Richmond, Dechmann, Weizenegger) 

 

Weizenegger/ Dechmann/ Unanimous: Motion to leave the hourly rate paid for office work and duties outside the regular 

monthly meeting at $17.50 per hour, which is in line with rates paid in the area for similar responsibilities. (Ayes: 

Dechmann, Richmond, Weizenegger).  

 

Dechmann/ Richmond/ Unanimous: The rate paid for Mileage reimbursement will follow the new IRS rate of $.56 per mile. 

(Ayes: Dechmann, Richmond, Weizenegger). (Note: this an error… the IRS rate for 2015 should be $.575 per mile) 

Clerk’s Report: 
The Spring Short Course will be held on March 23rd at the Breezy Point Resort or April 1

st
 at Northern Star Casino.  

The Board of Review has been scheduled for Friday, April 17
th
 at 1:00 PM. We will wait to set the Road Review until we 

see what the weather / snow conditions are. 

The Board agreed to hold off on making any 2015 donations or Economic Development Membership pledges until after 
the Annual meeting. 
  
Marla will try to set up a Skype program and install a web cam so that she may participate in the February Board meeting. 
She will work with Sharon Owen to make sure it is operable. 

County Auditor, Sharon Anderson has asked Marla to participate on a committee to select the new election equipment. 
Other members are Patti McDonald (Lake Shore City Clerk) and Sandy Shade (Head Election Judge, Sylvan Township). 
 
Richmond/ Dechmann/ Unanimous: Motion to approve payment of all Claims as submitted. (Aye: Richmond, Dechmann, 
Weizenegger). 

10115 Crow Wing Power Electricity 11/15-12/15 181.00 

20115 CTC Internet 44.95 

30115 CenturyLink Telephone   

40115 PERA Retirement Deposit 310.41 

50115 Xcel Energy Oct, Nov, Dec Basic Service 89.45 

3826 Cass Cty Assn of Townships MAT & CCAT Dues 1,027.15 

3827 Marla Yoho Ink, Shovel, Supplies 217.90 

3828 Tom Dechmann Administration 12/10-1/6 182.42 

3829 Sharon Owen Administration 12/10-1/6 155.53 

3830 Walt Richmond Administration 12/10-1/6 233.87 

3831 Jim Weizenegger Administration 12/10-1/6 166.05 

3832 Marla Yoho Administration 12/10-1/6 1,355.71 

3833 Rardin Excavating Snow Removal to 1/4/15 2,492.50 

3834 Jibec Heating & Cooling Fire Hall Furnace Conversion 560.00 

 
          TOTAL         $7,106.94 

    

Dechmann/  Richmond/ Unanimous:   Motion to close the meeting at 7:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,     
Marla Yoho, Clerk    Chairman, Jim Weizenegger 


